FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
intending to strike Paris by way of Chalons. Their
sole remaining obstacle was peopling the defiles of the
Argonne, which, Dumouriez hoped., would force the
enemy to expose a flank by marching right round to
evade the difficult country. The numbers actually to
engage were, if anything, slightly in favour of France,
but whereas the Allies were highly trained and so far
victorious the carmagnole levies had yet to make their
first stand.
../Their defeat appeared still more certain when the
Germans, instead of making the required detour, found
a way through one of the lesser ridges. Dumouriez,
within a hair's-breadth of destruction, retreated south-
ward to St. Menehould, and took up a position which,
Napoleon was to say, would have exceeded his own
colossal daring to have defended. But the general, with
his troops on the verge of panic, had no illusions, and
spoke of the place becoming the French Thermopylae;
with which comparison the Prussians, pounding along on
rations of boiled corn and chalky water (for their trans-
port had broken down on the bad roads) would have
been in agreement.
The position to be held by Kellermann when he
arrived was a high stretch directly covering the way to
Paris, known as Dampierre's Camp. But instead of
halting there he skirted westward and crossed the Aube
to concentrate at the mill and hamlet of Valmy, thus
creating a gap between the two French armies by which
the invaders, debouching from the upper Argonne,
were left in closer proximity to Paris than were its de-
fenders. It was now within Brunswick's power to crush
first Kellermann, then Dumouriez.
Ney's post in this astonishing situation was with
General Dillon's brigade, on the left of the line among
the high-wooded country of Les Islettes. This was the
scene of some brittle fighting as the Prussians attempted
to force the southernmost point and rear of KLellermann's
force, while others poured down to occupy the space
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